January 18, 2008

To:
Daniel Ketchum, Prayer Summit Facilitator

From:
Gene Grate, Pastor Colorado Springs First

Re:
Prayer Summit at NNU August 2007
It is difficult to put into words all of the benefits our pastoral team has experienced as a result of participating in the Prayer Summit at Northwest Nazarene University.  Six of us packed a mini-van with our luggage and snacks on Sunday afternoon and began the 900 mile journey to NNU.  

When leaving Fort Collins, CO, following a stop, the automatic transmission failed to shift out of second gear!  We returned to Fort Collins wondering what to do.  Still it would not shift out of second gear.  The fluid levels were normal and we could see nothing wrong.  We called our mechanic in Colorado Springs who had no solutions without using his diagnostic equipment.  If we had to return to Colorado Springs for another vehicle, or wait until one was brought to us, it would be nearly impossible to arrive at NNU on time.  We considered giving up the trip.

Our Prayer Pastor suggested we pray before we made any decisions.  I asked her to lead that prayer.  We prayed with passion and asked God to make it possible for us to continue our trip to the Prayer Summit.  After the amen, we put things to the test.  We started the van and began moving.  It shifted from first to second, then from second to third (great rejoicing at this point), then from third to fourth, and finally into fifth gear!  We can testify that it never failed to shift after that, and has not failed even to this day!  We believe the enemy was trying to prevent us from reaching the Prayer Summit, but God supernaturally answered our prayers!

Once we arrived at the Prayer Summit and attended the opening session, we could clearly see why Satan did not want us there.  The Spirit of the Lord was heavy, brooding over the sessions, moving in our hearts, breaking down defenses, speaking through his Word, and healing our wounds!  We experienced His grace in the sacrament of Communion, bathed in his love in quiet prayer, were strengthened in our spirit in group intercession, and heard from God in our hearts.  It was truly unforgettable!

As we stood together, serving each other Communion on Tuesday night, we knew we had to take this experience to our congregation.  As we considered what this would look like, in less than a minute, God revealed to me the direction for our church, using four different themes – the Prayer Project (praying hands), the Share Project (sharing Christ with our words), the Care Project (putting feet to our prayers), and the Dare Project (responding with our whole heart).  Each theme was five weeks long.  These special emphases will end with our new Vision Sunday, February 10, 2008.  It was truly a God thing! 

The nearly fifteen hours driving to and from the Prayer Summit gave us a lot of time to anticipate what we would experience, and process what we did experience.  The unity resulting from our time together cannot be measured.  Neither could we have experienced the same thing had we flown to the Summit.

Here are some things that have come from our participation in the Prayer Summit.

· Spiritual and emotional renewal for our pastoral team

· Tuesday night prayer gatherings at our church  (Prayer Project and beyond)
· Evangelism Explosion training class (The Share Project)
· Compassion projects for each Sunday School class and Small group (The Care Project)
· Holiness Emphasis (The Dare Project)
· Special services and challenges to go with each project

· A notable difference in our worship services, pointed out by our laymen

· A desire to bring a Prayer Summit to Colorado Springs

Even more intangibles were realized from our participation in the Prayer Summit.  It is my hope and prayer that every pastor and staff member will attend the Prayer Summit on their region.

